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PRESS RELEASE 

U.S. Department of Education Announces First-Ever Postsecondary Success 

Recognition Program Winners 

JANUARY 8, 2025 

The U.S. Department of Education (Department) today announced the winners of the first-ever Postsecondary 

Success Recognition Program (PSRP). Launched in AQril 2024 by U.S. Secretary of Education Miguel Cardona, 

the Qrogram celebrates institutions of higher education that are enrolling underserved student populations, 

facilitating successful student transfers and completions, and equipping graduates for careers that lead to 

economic mobility. 

"Imagine a world where schools with the most Pell Grant recipients are ranked highest where 'prestige' is 

defined by preparing graduates well to enter the workforce and lead fulfilling lives and careers-sometimes right 

in their own communities. Imagine universities that are raising the bar for access and equity becoming 

household names. This award envisions a world where that is possible," said Secretary Cardona. "Instead of 

giving schools high marks for the number of students they turn down, we want to recognize schools doing the 

most to lift students up." 









Below are brief descriptions of key initiatives that the winners are implementing to enhance completion and 

foster upward mobility for their students. 

Postsecondar_y: Success Recognition Program Winners 

(Note: All data cited are three-year averages compiled by the Department using Integrated Postsecondary 

Education Data System and College Scorecard data for determining eligibility for the recognition program. 

Underserved students of color include Black, Hispanic, Native American, Pacific Islander, and Two or More 

Races.) 

Predominantly Associate Degree or Certificate Granting Institutions 

CUNY Hostos Community College - Bronx, New York 

President: Daisy Cocco De Filippis 

Hostos Community College, part of the City University of New York (CUNY) system, enrolls a diverse student 

body of over 5,000 students in the South Bronx with over 90% underrepresented students of color and over 

65% of students receiving Pell Grants. At Hostos, 56% of students transfer or graduate within 8 years, and 

students earn on average 1.4 times more than high school graduates in the state after college. Hostos puts 

student needs at the top of its priorities and offers resources to help students overcome potential barriers to 

their success, including their One Stop center, food pantry, and childcare center. Student Government 

President Dainma Martinez says "Hostos has been more than just an institution for me: it has been a 

community that understands the challenges students like me face. The support provided by Hostos goes 

beyond academics; it empowers us to find our voice, pursue our goals, and serve as leaders in our 

communities." 










